
Russell Steinberg

Ocean Scherzos

op. 19

for piano and wind quintet

Commissioned by Pacific Serenades

Blown To Bits Publications

SC
OR

E 
PR

EV
IE

W



Ocean Scherzos

by Russell Steinberg

Blown To Bits Publications

www.russellsteinberg.com

©Copyright 1987 Russell Steinberg

All Rights Reserved

SC
OR

E 
PR

EV
IE

W



Performance Notes

Ocean Scherzos is a sextet for piano and woodwind

quintet that explores textures and rhythms I associate 

with the sea. The movement titles are suggestive 

characterizations. Whitecaps are short choppy "surface"

waves resulting from high winds. The movement is a 

capricious rondo in 3/4 time. Swells are slow, deep tidal

undulations. This music is an "inverted" scherzo - the 

trio section occurs first. Bass clarinet and piano 

"pizzicato" provide a special effect. Riptides are 

treacherous cross currents known to have deposited at 

least one swimming composer miles from his point of

origin.
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Transposed Score

Allegro q = 138
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Pno.
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∑
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∑
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∑ ∑
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œ œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙b

b ™

™

Ó
œ

œ
œb

œb

œ

Œ

œ
œb

œb
œ

œ

Ó

œ œ œ

Œ


œ

j

œ

Œ Œ


œb

j

œ Œ
œ

œb
œb

œ

œ
Ó Ó

œb
œ œ œ
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œ

j
‰ Ó
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j
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II. Swells I

Allegre�o misterioso

q = 112

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

7

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

Bass Clarinet

in Bb

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

[Inside the piano]

∑

staccato

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

p

Strum with finger

                     (flesh)

ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ

‘“

Damp with fingers*

(play on keyboard)

p

+ + + + + + + +

sf

+ +

pp

+ + + +

p

+

>

+ + + + + + +

sf

>

Ÿ◊°

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑

p

- .
.

-

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

p

. . - . .
. . . . .

. .
.

. .
.

.
. .

. .
. . .

. . .

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

* The damping should produce an exotic percussive + reverberent sound, akin to ring modulation, with emphasis on the 2nd harmonic 

   Experiment to achieve balance between too "dry" or "wet" a sound                                                                                                        (octave)

pp

+ + + + + + + + +

◊: ;

∑ ∑

œ œ# œn ˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ
œb œ œb œ œ œ

Œ
œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ
œb œ

Ó ‰
œ#

j

œ œ#
œ#

œ# œ œ

œ#
œ#

œ# œn
œ

œ œ œ

j ‰ Ó

‰

œ#

j

œn
œ œ

œ# œn
œ œb œ œ œ#

œ œb
œn

œn œb
œ

œb
œ œ#

œn œb
œb œ# œn

œn œ œb

œb œ œ
‰ Œ ‰

œb

j

œ œ
Œ ‰

œb

j

œ œ
Œ
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Fl.
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B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

. .

f

> . > . .

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

. . .
.

.
.

. . . .

f

>

p

.
>

. .

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑ ∑

p

+ + + + + + + + +

‘“

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

. . . . . .

∑
-

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? .

. . . .

.

. .
. -

. .
. .

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

muted

∑ ∑

?

sf
pp

+ + + + + +

p

+

>

+ + + + +

sf
p

Damp with palm

+

>

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

“: ;

œ# œn
œ

œb
œn

œ
œ œ

‰

œ
œ

œ œ

Œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ œ

œ

‰
œ

j
‰

œ

j
‰

œ

j
Œ Œ

œ œ
Œ

œ# œ# œn
œb

œ
œ#

œ œ# œ#
œn

Œ

œ#
œ# œ#

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
‰ œ#

j

‰ œ#

j

‰ œn

j

Œ Œ œ# œn Œ

‰

œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œ

‰

œ

j

œ

Œ ‰
œ#

j
Œ

œn œ
Œ Œ

œ œ
Œ Œ Œ ‰

œ#

j
Œ Ó ‰ œ

J

Œ ‰ œ

J

Œ œ# œ Œ Œ œ# œn Œ Œ Œ ‰ œ

J

Œ ‰

œ# œn
œ œb œ

œ# œn
œb œ

œn œ œ œ œ œ

Œ

œ œ# œ œ

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ#

‰

œn œ œ œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œb

œ

œb
œ# œ

œ œ
œ
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Fl.
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Hn.

Bsn.
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28

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

.

.
-

f

>

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

.
. .

.
. .

.
.

. .
. .

. .
.

.
.

.

f

f

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Damp with fingertips

f

∑

sf

?

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

“: ;

∑

+ + + +

>

+ + + + +

‘“

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

sf

>

dim.

pp

.

∑

5

&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

sf

>

dim.

pp

.

∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

Heavily muted

with finger

∑ ∑

?

+ +

sf

+

>

+ + + + +

pp

+ + + +

“: ;

f

+

>

sf

Ÿ◊

pp

strum

ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ

‘“

œ œ
œ#

œ# œ

‰ œ œb
œn

œ#
œ#

œ
œ œ

‰ œn
œ

œ#
œ#

œ
œ

Œ

œ#

œ
œ œn

œ

œ
œ œ ˙ ™

œ#
œb œb

œn
œn œb

œ
œb

œ œ#
œn œb

œn œ#
œ

œn
œ

œ#

Œ

œ#
œ œ#

œ

œ
œ œ

œ ˙ ™

œn
œn

œb

œ

œ
œ# œ

œb œ
œ œ#

œ# œ
œ

œ# œ
œ œ#

œb œb œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ# œ#

Œ

œn ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

j ‰ Ó

œb
œb

œ
œb

Œ

œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

j
‰ Ó

œb œb
Œ

œn œ œ œ œ œ
Œ

œ œ œ œ
Œ

œ
Ó

œb œ œ# ˙
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Meno mosso

q = 84
33

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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> . .
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&
∑ ∑
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>
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>
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>
>
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?
∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

?
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Ó

æææ
˙

œ œ#
œ œb œœ œn œ œn œ

‰

œn

j
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œb

j

œ# œn œ#
œn œb œ œ# œn œ#

œn œb œœ œn œ#
œn œb œœ œn œ#

œn œb œœ œn œ#
œn œb œ

Œ
˙ ™ Ó

œ œ#
œœ œ#

Œ

œ œ#
œn œ

œ#
‰ ™

œ

r

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

˙ ™ œ ˙ œ#

R
‰ ™

œn

R
‰ ™ œ#

R

‰ ™
œn

R
‰ ™

œ

R
‰ ™

œ

R
‰ ™

œ# œn œ#
œn œb œ œ œn œ#

œn œb œ
œ# œb œn œn œ# œ

œ œb œn œn œ# œ œb œ# œ œ# œ œ œn œ# œ# œn œ# œn œ# œ œ# œ

‰

œn œ# œ

œ
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œ
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œ
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œ Œ
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œ
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œ
œ

œ
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œ
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œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

R
‰ ™

œ

R
‰ ™ Œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ#
œ#

œ#
œ#
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

40

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

&

mf

> > >

6 6 6

&

mf

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

&
∑

mf

&

> .

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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?
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6
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. .
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3
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. . .
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.

>

.
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3

3

3
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3

3

&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

Ó

œn
œn

œn œb
œb

œb

Œ Œ

œ
œ

œn œb
œb

œb

Œ

œ
œ

œn œb
œ

œ

Œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

≈

œ
œ

œ#
œ

œ
œ œ

≈

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œn œ ˙ ™ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ# œ œ ™

j ≈

œ
œn

œ
œ# œ œ ™

j ≈

œn

j ‰

œ
œ

œn œb
œb

œb œn

r ‰ ™ Œ

œb
œ œ

œ œ

œ# œ

R ‰ ™ Œ œb

R

‰ ™ œ

R

‰ ™
œb

‰
œb

Œ

≈

œ
œ

œ#
œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ

œ# œ# œ
œ#

œn œn

œ œ#

œb

œ œ

œ

œ

œ
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œ# œ ™
œ œ#

R
‰ ™ Œ
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R
‰ ™

œ

R
‰ ™
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‰

œ

Œ

œ
œn

œ
œ# œ œ œ

œ

œ# œ# œ
œ#

œn œn

œ œ#
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œ

œ

œ
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Fl.

Ob.
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Hn.

Bsn.
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45

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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>

3
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. .
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>
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-
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.
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. . . . . . . > >
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3
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&
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?
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R
‰ ™ œ

R

‰ ™ œb

R

‰ ™ Œ Œ ‰ ™
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R
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œ

œ
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R
‰ ™
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œ
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œ œ œ œ# œ
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œ
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œ#
œ

œ
œ

œ
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œ
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œn
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œ
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J
‰
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œ
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œ
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œ
œ

œn œb
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j

‰
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R

‰ ™ Œ Ó ‰ ™
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R

œ
œ
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J
‰ Œ
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J
‰

œ œ œ œ œn

œ œ ™

œ
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j
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œ œ œ
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œ
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j ‰ Œ
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œn œ#
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j

‰
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Hn.

Bsn.
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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>
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6
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Ÿ~~~~~~~
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&

> > >
> > > >

&
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∑
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3

3

?
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&
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?
∑ ∑

&

6 6 3 3

&
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5

&

&
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

&

mf cresc.

> . . .

3

&

>

. .

&
∑

&

sf

>

mp
mp

cresc.

.
+

.
+

.
+

.
+

?
∑

&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

&

f

> > > >

>

5

6

&

>

5

5

&
∑

f

>

5

&

f

>

+

>

+ Brassy

sf

>

p poco a poco cresc.

?
∑

f

>

5

5

&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

œn

œb œ œ
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Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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B. Cl.
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Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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B. Cl.
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Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.

103

Fl.

Ob.

B. Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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Andante; with quiet intensity and deep feeling

h = 56 

III. Starlight

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Hn.

Bsn.

Pno.
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q = 112

Allegre�o

misterioso

IV. Swells II
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*   The damping should produce an exotic percussive + reverberant sound, akin to ring modulation.

     Experiment to achieve balance between too "dry" or "wet" a sound.
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Allegro moderato   q = 100

V. Riptides
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