Russell Steinberg

Sequoia
Sonata for<Piano
op. 20

Duration: 20 minutes

Blown to Bits Publications



2

Sequoia

Sonata for Piano

by Russell Steinberg
Blown to Bits Publications

www.russellsteinberg.com

©Copyright 1988 Russell Steinberg All Rights Reserved

<
\
OO

L 4

\@s
A\
Q



NOTES
Sequoia

I. Andante Rubato
II. Muted and Expressive
III. Scherzo Vivace

A reviewer for the Boston Globe rematked on the "musculature"

of this sonata. I suppose that is part of whatd had in mind when
trying to evoke the spirit of the massiye redwood trees in Sequoia
National Park. Anyone who sees thémgis in awe of their massive root
systems supporting trunks that tapesinto the heavens.

The first movement is a wegld“uato itself with a meaty length

(about 12 minutes) built atpund the idea of a rising arpeggio and trills.
In fits and starts, it grop€sst@wards several moments of power.

In contrast, a hazy glow of chords and quiet melodies imbue the
second movementfwith a’hovering sensation, as though we are
suspended ingthe tops of the trees. A quick scherzo concludes the
sonata, spitting/ut sharp chords and fanfares in an explosive
rendition of material from both previous movements.
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